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CONFIRMATION OF HAWKSBILL NESTING IN GABON
Jacques Fretey1, Bas Verhage2, Alexis Billes3, and Alain Gibudi3
1

IUCN-France, Paris, France
WWF, Gamba, Gabon
3
Programme Kudu, Libreville, Gabon
2

The nesting sites for Eretmochelys imbricata on the western coast of Africa are not clearly known. Their tracks
can be mistaken for those of L. olivacea from the Bijagos, and inadequate data for the Loos Islands (Guinea)
fail to report the regularity of nesting in West Africa (Fretey et al., 2000). In the Gulf of Guinea, E. imbricata
nest regularly in the south of Bioko Island, as well as on the islands of Principe, Sao Tome and Rolas. Nesting in
Cameroun has been reported by ﬁshermen but remains to be conﬁrmed. Sporadic tracks have been spotted on the
beach of Nendyi, south of the continental part of Equatorial Guinea. The present strategy for the conservation of sea
turtles in Gabon requires observing many areas along an 885 km coastline which can’t be easily reached. Observing
areas that have never been surveyed at night may lead to interesting discoveries. For example, teams patrolling the
beach during the 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 seasons were able to observe, photograph and tag hawksbill females in
the south of Pongara National Park (Pointe Ngombé) and around Gamba.
Acknowledgments: BV and AG beneﬁted from a travel grant by Disney Animal Kingdom, Western Paciﬁc
Regional Fisheries Management Council, US National Marine Fisheries Service, and the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, provided through the Symposium Travel Committee.
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AN UNUSUAL NEST ACTIVITY ALONG SOUTHERN SICILIAN COASTS:
AN HOPE FOR SEA TURTLE SURVIVAL?
Francesco Galia1, Daniela Freggi2, Stefania d’Angelo1, and Mario lo Valvo3
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Caretta caretta nesting is an unusual event along the Italian coasts, and conﬁrmed sites are increasingly rare. In
the last 25 years, WWF Italy has documented about 30 nests along the southern beaches. But during the summer
of 2005, an unusual event occurred on Giallonardo Beach, Agrigento (south Sicily). Two nests and two nesting
attempts were identiﬁed along a 300 m stretch of beach. Such an event had never been observed before in Sicily,
or in all of Italy, especially during July and August when crowds (vehicles, people, ﬁres, pubs, ﬁshermen activities,
etc.) discourages turtles. At the end of July, some ﬁshers saw a nesting attempt and reported the event. WWF Italy
and Sicilian Fund for Nature guarded and protected the area. The morning after, turtle tracks were found but no
eggs were deposited. A few days later, a turtle nested and the surrounding area was constantly checked. At the end
of September, few hatchlings were found on the same beach and their tracks made it possible to ﬁnd another nest,
the fourth record of nesting activity in 2 months! After the hatch, the nest was excavated and only 26 of the 66 eggs
had hatched (25.8% success). The development of the ﬁrst nest wasn’t regular and staff at Torre Salsa WWF Oasi
ofﬁces decided to use an incubator. Unfortunately, few eggs hatched due to the presence of mildew on all 100 eggs
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(1% of survival). All samples were preserved for future analysis. Incubation temperatures were checked throughout
incubation of this nest by WWF volunteers. In addition, volunteers distributed information to summer visitors to
involve them in monitoring and protecting this site for the future.
Acknowledgements: DF gratefully acknowledges travel support from UNEP’s RAC/SPA (Regional Activity Centre
for Specially Protected Areas) and other donors through the Symposium Travel Committee.
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TWO DECADES OF STRANDING DATA FROM BERMUDA, AN ISLAND IN THE SARGASSO SEA
Jennifer Gray1, Anne Meylan2, and B. Outerbridge3
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The Bermuda Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, coordinated by the Bermuda Aquarium, Museum and Zoo and
in collaboration with the Bermuda Turtle Project and the Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network, archives
data on sea turtles that strand within our coastal waters. Between July 1983 and December 2005, data have been
collected on 308 stranded sea turtle events in Bermuda representing four species: 155 green turtles (Chelonia
mydas), 85 hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys imbricata), 62 loggerhead turtles (Caretta caretta), 3 leatherback
turtles (Dermochelys coriacea) and 3 apparent hybrids. The size ranges for all sea turtles’ stranding records
document a presence of predominantly juvenile and sub-adult (immature) animals. The size ranges are: for green
turtles (n=143) 18.8-97.7 cm straight carapace length (SCL), for hawksbills (n=82) 5.3-75.7 cm, for loggerheads
(n=57) 6.26-74.5 cm and for leatherback turtles (n=3) 116.8-146.25 cm. In two of the four species represented
(hawksbills and loggerheads), a signiﬁcant number of the stranded animals fall within a size class less than 20 cm
SCL. Thirty-eight percent of the green turtles are less than 30cm SCL. Thus it appears that there are small turtles
in the pelagic environment around Bermuda and that some of these are approaching the size at which they switch
over from a pelagic to a neritic life style. Trends in numbers of strandings by species over time and assessments of
mortality factors are discussed using necropsy results and stranding data. These data can provide valuable support
to conservation efforts to preserve sea turtles.
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NESTING SEA TURTLES ON THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINENTAL SHELF EDGE ISLANDS:
ASHMORE REEF, CARTIER ISLAND AND SCOTT REEFS, EASTERN INDIAN OCEAN
Michael L. Guinea, Scott D. Whiting, and Andrea U. Koch
Charles Darwin University, Darwin, NT, Australia

Surveys of the numbers of nesting sea turtles and the success of their nesting attempts on the islands of the western
edge of the Australian continental shelf have taken place opportunistically since 1992. The locations visited
included Sandy Island on Scott Reef Western Australia, three islands on Ashmore Reef, and the unvegetated sand
cay of Cartier Island. All localities have now been protected under state and Commonwealth legislation. The
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